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California Native Plant Society

Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter

Field Trip: Whitewater Canyon Preserve

Sunday, February 8, 2009

Meet at the Preserve at 9 a.m. 
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The Whitewater Canyon Preserve lies at the end of Whitewater Canyon Road, north of Palm Springs off Interstate 10. Located at the western edge of the Colorado Desert, the canyon has a diversity of vegetation reflecting its proximity to the Mojave Desert as well as influences from the coast. Some rare species, including the endangered triple-ribbed milkvetch (Astragalus tricarinatus) may be encountered. The Whitewater River runs through the preserve and supports desert riparian vegetation.  
The preserve is managed by the Wildlands Conservancy which has restored the former Whitewater Trout Farm. We will tour the preserve including areas targeted for restoration. Then we’ll take a leisurely hike up Whitewater Canyon to explore the native flora and dramatic landscapes. The trail is in the river bottom so is rocky in places but relatively flat. 
The preserve includes picnic areas, restrooms and a beautifully restored lodge overlooking several ponds.
Bring lunch, snacks, water, sun protection, camera, field guides, hand lens.

Don’t miss it!
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To get to the Whitewater Canyon Preserve take Interstate 10 east toward Palm Springs/ Indio. After passing the Hwy 111 exit toward Palm Springs, take the Whitewater exit, turn north, pass over I-10, then turn left on Whitewater Canyon Road; there are signs directing you to the preserve. Travel five miles. The Preserve is located at the end of the road. Here is a link to the map:  
http://www.wildlandsconservancy.org/pdf/maps/Whitewater Canyon Preserve Map.pdf
 
· For information, please contact (760) 217-0121 or kate.cnb@verizon.net 

